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Raising money for Australian wildfire victims

Corinne Miller

More than 200 people dead.
More than 1,800 homes lost, leav-
ing 7,500 people displaced. More
than 1 million acres of land
scorched. These were the causali-
ties of the deadly wildfires that
raced through Victoria, Australia,
in February.

As the world watched in horror
as the region about 20 miles out-
side of the capital city of
Melbourne was ravaged by viru-
lent wildfires, the hellish visions
hit especially close to home for
Frank Cseri. Cseri, a Bucks
County resident, moved to the
United States 15 years ago from

the Australian state of Victoria. As
the 41-year-old watched helpless-
ly as his fellow countrymen lost
their homes and, in some cases,
their lives, Cseri knew he had to
do something to help the victims
of what he called “Australia’s
worst disaster in history.”

“I was in shock. I had tears
every time I saw pictures, stories
and videos,” confessed Cseri. “I
decided we would try to do a T-
shirt [drive] and raise money.”

Encouraged by his girlfriend
and his own sense of hometown
loyalty, Cseri organized a T-shirt
drive in which proceeds benefit
the Australian Red Cross through
The Australian Society of
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Frank Cseri, with his 7-year-
old daughter, Alexandra, at
Doylestown Firehouse's March
21 pancake breakfast.

Philadelphia, in which Cseri is the
founder. Emblazoned on the front
of the T-shirt is ‘“Australian
Bushfire Appeal 2009” in capital
letters, accompanied by a koala
wearing a firefighter’s helmet and
clinging to a hose. The shirts,
which are $15 each, come in black
and navy blue backgrounds.
Cseri, a financial planner and
independent business owner of
ING Financial Partners in
Doylestown, a subsidiary of ING
Group, launched the T-shirt fund-
raiser at a recent Doylestown Fire
Company pancake breakfast. The

response was tremendous, said
Cseri, who sold $800 worth of
shirts at the community event.

Since then, the local business-
man has expanded his efforts. On
April 4, Cseri set up a table at
Ottsville’s roast beef dinner and
at an April 10 concert sponsored
by Siren Records and Staggered
Works of Doylestown at the
Moose Lodge and had a 50/50
drawing at the Maennerchor
Society of Doylestown. Cseri’s
even received encouragement
from two Aussie rockers — Colin
Hay, formerly of the Australian
band Men at Work, who per-
formed at the Sellersville Theater,
and guitarist Tommy Emmanuel,
who stopped by Glenside’s
Keswick Theatre. Cseri had T-
shirt tables at both rockers’ con-
certs and Emmanuel urged con-
cert goers to support Cseri’s fund-
raising efforts by buying a T-shirt.

“These Australian musicians
have been very supportive
because they’re from Melbourne,”
Cseri explained. “Victorians and
Australians in general came
together to raise money for these
victims.”

The Aussie’s tenacious fund-
raising has led to 600 shirts sold
with a reorder in the works.
Cseri’s custom-made tees come
from Elite Sportswear in Hatfield.
In addition, local businesses have
offered to sell Cseri’s bushfire
relief shirts, including the
Doylestown Tennis Center and
Skin and Tonic in Peddler’s
Village (see sidebar for a complete
listing of participating business-
es).

“We’ve had a great reaction so
far,” related Cseri, who is plan-
ning to sell tees at Jim Thorpe’s
Earth Day celebration April 18-19
and at The Little River Band con-
cert April 24 at Penn's Peak in Jim
Thorpe. Cseri will also set up

tables at Kmart in Doylestown
May 23-24 and at the Doylestown
Masons’ Memorial Day pancake
breakfast. “Everyone’s been gen-
erous and giving money in a time
when the economy is bad.”

Two months into the wildfire
aftermath, the people of Victoria
are picking up the pieces left burnt
by fires that broke out Feb. 7,
dubbed “Black Saturday.” Cseri’s
family and friends, including his
parents, still in reside in Victoria,
though they were not directly
impacted by the devastating
blazes. It was Cseri’s sense of
compassion for his fellow
Australians that prompted him
into action.

“It was for the love of my fel-
low countrymen,” said Cseri, who
is now an American citizen.
“There are no closer countries
than Australia and the United
States in terms of culture and so
forth.”

Where to buy
fund-raising T-shirts

“Australian Bushfire
Appeal 2009” T-shirts are
available at the following
locations:

- Buckingham FElementary
School

- Candlewyck Restaurant
and Bar, Buckingham

- Doylestown
Center, Doylestown

- Elite Sportswear, Hatfield

-FedEx/Kinko’s,

Tennis

Doylestown

- Skin ‘n Tonic, Peddler’s
Village, Lahaska

- The Teacher’s Union of
Philadelphia

- Various Outback

Steakhouse restaurants



